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He recently refired bacause of

iy KATHY MABCIOLL

It must seem strange to Charles ““Bud"
Courgcy to spond hia days on polid ground,

The Port Novrls resident, who now spamds
mopt of histime 6l his Dragaton Rosd home was

born on a boat, und, from the time he was 18

yaara old, worked avery day on 1 boat,

Bud Coursey recently retirece as o capialn of
the oyster boat, *“The Howard W. Sockwoil,"
whioh runs out of the Rivalve Packing Company.

“ health ferced him off the water and into hig
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the veteran oyster captains on the

ma?]-?' a emg:r fx »m the ship, * "The HW, Sockwsll," which he headad.
< Ith rer~=ons.

{Photo by Ralph)

Coursey Back On Solid Ground

Ae's off the job naw, But his absence Ik soraly
Tolt by is WmHCW chptains and harvesiers, who
atubl rallle gif 8 & ataut one of the Delawire
Bay's longest geafaring companions,

“He wnr one of the fow black captaine on the

weater, hin wife, Cecolin, boastad while Bud

¢ hrugge:d off her proud commaonts, “Thore wers
thres ot the tme ho was working In the whole
atute and one of them was his brother-lnslaw, "

- Hid's gnrest shcwed promise befors he oven
Bagsn worlting on s boat al (e age of 1,
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(Continued from Page 1)

| “He was born on a boat called
he “‘Saint Mary,"” born right on
ihe water, " Cecelia said. Although
jorn in Maine where offshore
ishing is a chief occupation, “I
moved here to live and then I
d ed working on a hoat,” he

L By 17, he was mate on the
(Sockwell” and, after working for
several vears, he captained a
mall rowboat with six crew
members. The rowboat at the time
vas called the “Manny."

Just before the Sockwell’s cap-
ain, Herb Sockwell, died, Bud
moved up to the captain’s position
in. the large sailboat-turned-
llesel-powered-vessel, His father
iad at that time died from carbon
nonoxide that spurted from an ex-
bloded ofl stove on the oyster boat
e captained.

- He remained on the 70-year-old
poat, harvesting and planting
iyster beds usually with a crew of
0 or 12 men. His memories of the
Hanging industry and the stories
biher oystermen could tell of the

They called him a water fool
because he stayed out there, even
in storms and fog, when everyone
Fise came back in,” Cecelia pro-
tlaimed,
| Cecelia told of the times when

Bud would lead other boats out of
the fog and into the dock. ""Oh,”
Bud shrugged, “in the fog, we
came in side by side.” “But you’d
go right in there,"* Cecelia remind-
ed. “Sometimes he'd go right in by
himself, There was many a tale
about the way Coursey used to

stay out there on the water.”

In those times, oysiermen would
plant seeds on 20-acre plols and
wait three years before they were
harvested, When harvested, the
erew would sort the good oysters
irom the bad before they were sent
to the shucking house.

In those times, Bud Coursey
reflected, hoats were powered by
the wind and sails and 700 to 800
bushels per day were harvested.
Crew members would dredge the
bay bottom, taking the sea Crops
from its watery home.

It was in that same era that
Charles married Cecelia and took
home oysters to teach her how to
shuck them in their kitchen.
Cecelia had been shucking oysters
regularly at the Bivalve Packing
Company for 22 years,

Byt the veteran oyster couple
admitted, it’s not the same as it
was years ago.

Bud remembered the days the
captains converted their sailing
vessels info diesel-powered ships.
Almost all these old ships are still

oldest being the “'Cashier,"” which
is almost 110 years old.

Then came the invention of the
culling machine, a cage eylinder
that turns and soris the oysters.
Bud said some men lost their jobs
to the quicker sorting machines, .

“You need less manpower,” he
said. “1 used to have eight to
lwelve men on my boat. Now T us-
ed four."

The harvest has changed also,
Bud said, from the days of the 800-
bushekper-day harvest,

A virus known as MSX wiped out
an estimated 97 per cent of the
oysters in the Delaware Bay, put-
ling many oystermen out of jobs,
cutting down work at shucking
houses and jooting a once-
prosperous industry. E e

““The blight didn't affect me too
much,” Bud said. ““The group I
worked for with the Bivalve Pack-
ing Company, they used to catch
other peoples’ oysters and I would
bring them back to Bivalve."

He paused and shook his head.
“The oysters died so bad,"” he con-
tinued. “We only got 200 bushels
per day. A lot of the oystermen
went other places to get jobs.
Some worked with clams and
some went to Point Pleasant and
worked up there.” X

The blight is still affecting the
industry, for those who remember
the pre-1958 prosperous harvests.

Bud’ Coursey Is Back On Solid Ground

“You used to make good
shucking at one time,” Cecelia,
who only works part-time now,
sald. “At one time you could make
$40 to $50 per day. Now, if you
make $20 per day, that's good."

The blight has also made
oystermen uneasy and eager fo
harvest oysters in less than one
year, rather than wait the three
years as was done before.

“They don't take any chances
with them now,” he said. “But the
oysters are not living like they us
ed to. They're catching them so
fast that they're not given 4
chance to grow.”

The oysfér industry involves

- long, hard work, Bud said, and

perhaps that's why not many
young people are following in their
fathers’ footsteps. Bud has one
son, Mario, involved in the in
dustry and an older son working
on a clamboat, but not many other
young people have expressed an
interest.

Even with the changes, th
Courseys still appreciate th
goodness of the sea crops and ik
effect on their lives.

“We always said oysters wen
God’s gift to man,” Cecelia said
“They were here even before mat
‘was here.”

being used in the business, the



QYSTERS  coninsed

vas gaing out."

Dawn lights up the bay and the
Bockwell is suddenly in & crazy
quilt ¢f saplings that seem to grow
out of the bag floor. As far as the
eve an ses, saplings shom of their
lowsr branches spring upward al
erazy angles, Young trees are cut
down 2nd brought bere at the be-
ganing of (he season to merk the
comersof each grower'sarea There
i rarely 2 case of unauthorized
Rarvesting from another’s anea,

tod Coursey slows the gn-
gine now and soans 1he
horizoe far the trees that
mark the Mearre botiom
his erew will be working today.
The crew, now elad in warm woals
Yems coversd by rubber waders with
invem vashios 21 the knees, comes
forward and the captain lowers the
Sockmwell's two dredges to the shell-
laden bottem. [t it now almost 7
o'clock. Except for a half-hous bunch
hreak at 11, the men will contivye
the same tiring tasks they are abou;
to begin ustl 3 PM
As the wingh- powered dradige
Beings its five-bushel Juads of shells
| to the gunwals, tkree men strain
to flip the catch onto the dack,
Ther, on their kmess, they st
theousgh the sheils, bvken buttles,
starfish " crabs. buiterfich and ay%-
ters until they have picked out all
the marketsble oysters. 4 mound of
them piles up pear the bow ard
bushels of waste ave hoveled over
the side. By now, the winch has
brought the dredge to the side of
thz boat again. This provess will he
repeated several huzdred times 10-
day. Aeoeding to Bud Coursey, the

The Howard W, Sckvsl pls longide o wecheed dack i S, N, vith o
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d's carch o oy, New Jersy rosks wetth U5, apmer production,

eams between 835 and $50 per day.

Tomoerow, while the Sockwell
chugs back for another day on he
ayster beds, 2 dhoen oz 0 black men
and women will begin the ardugus
task of shucking todsy's harvest
Standing for hours oe end 2 their
dazp ard dreary stations, they will
break off the “bills” —or thin outer
edpes—of the shells insert their
shucking knives, sever the power-
ful adduetor muscles and open the
oysters, Jt is a monotonous job, bt
o maching ¢an &y it

Under striet hesith: regulations.
the whita meg? will then be washed
with fresh water, saled i 6- 10 20-
gallon cans, and packed in fee, At
week's £ they will be shinped o
Migwestern wholssajers and super-
pavket crsing, Only 10 %o 15 per
oent of Bivalve's otal production is
in the “bag trade.” aysters shipped
while still in the shell

Shucking houses (his seasem are
paying §5 1o $6 per bushel The
mezt yield per bushe] is up this year
1o 2bout T4 pints per bushel cam-
pared with only 514 pints per bushel
in recent years. ft eosts shusking

through about 30 buchel bags of
Long Iskand oysters a week, comnd-
ing 1o 2 man there who should know,
B seid th “years ags” they g
opsters from Bivalve, “bui sizee
thay had thet trouble down there
that killad &1l their oystess, we
haven's gotten ang.” At Snockey's,
oysiers on {2 half shell are prined
from $1.30 to $1.35 for six

Kelly's on Ludlow Si. iformerly
of Mole St uses about 25 hushel
in the shell, and zmather 18 busbels
of shucked oysters every week.
Qysters an the kalf-shell cost from
145 80 3225 for six at Kelly's.

AtOld Original Bookbinder's 125
Walnat 8, @ half-dosen oysters
range in price from 82 to 83, accerd-
ing o sze. Manager Jack Brosstaiz
aid they use 10 bushels of aysters
in the shell every week,

yters have been bug busi-
ress i Bivalve sinoe the
turn of the cenfusy. In

the early 19005, he “bag
trade” flourished, Whole oystersin
buslap sacks were shipged by rail
s far west as fhe Missssippl A
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dused in the Delsware Bay planting
grounds, Sinte-regulated seed beds
in the Mulliea River provide oystess
whith are planted in fhe Great Bay,
narth of Brigantine.

But while the cystermen were
making moncy I the belter yeass,
they were not following good toer
servation practioss. By the 194
the New Jersey sead beds were
severely depleted becanse of poor
management 20 the changing hy-
drograpny. New pommunities were
springing up all over New Jersty
and the need for fresh water was
grezl. Rivess were diverted to form
reservoirs and the loss of fresh
water resulted in inereased salinity
in the zeed beds where “spais’—
yourg oysters—were faken. Cireat
& salinity brought new predators to
batele the custurs fir sarvival

The most dangerons predators
introdused were Jangely “dnlls”
smz]] smails that attach themselves
i oysters’ hard outer shells. Drills
dn just what their name implies.
They sctually bore thesugh (oe
shell znd seerete 3 juice that dis
solves b2 gvster meat. When the
ovster diss and falls open, mud
orahs 224 small fish move in to feast
on the remaing.

The increased salinity alw
heowght sompetitors, most of which
Bt imte the cateseey of “Touling” o
somparzble to a garden overgrown
with weeds. Sponges and organisms
ke a8 bydrotds invaded the oy
tezs’ traditional spawning grounds
10 eaenpele for spave 2nd food.

By the mid 18505 the siustion hed
worsened o (he pomt where i
many & two-thinds of the seed oy
sters plasted in the Delaware Bay
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